Evolving role of magnetic resonance imaging in renal cancer imaging.
MRI is an imaging modality that is used in the evaluation and treatment of renal cancer. Although less frequently used than CT, MRI is useful in several aspects of renal cancer evaluation and may have some advantages. MRI has shown promising results for renal cancer staging (especially determination of vascular invasion by tumor), in differentiating malignant from benign complex cystic renal lesions, and in the treatment and follow-up of minimally invasive ablative therapies for renal cancer. In addition, new research shows promise for novel applications of MRI. Herein we review the evolving of MRI in renal cancer imaging.